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Professional Development Reflection (PDP) Form

GOAL SETTING: Using the grid below, indicate the NMTEACH DOMAIN STRANDS and ONE related ELEMENT that will guide your PDP. 
GOALS: By the end of my full-time teaching experience (Semester 3), I will improve on… My classroom management and classroom procedures.





	
Domain 1: Planning and Preparation 


	Professional Learning Goal 
NMTEACH Domain 1 

	NMTEACH Domain 1 Element 
(Fill out after 1st Observation)
	Professional Learning Goal 

	
	 
	Specifically, I will… Work on explicit instructions that can guide students during transitioning or project based assignments that require students to move around.

	Rationale: 
Why am I focusing on this element? 
	 I am focusing on seamless transitions and efficiency during instruction to maintain a conducive environment of learning and noise level that is well suited to maximize learning in the classroom.  

	Action Plan:  
Possible Activities 
 
What am I planning to do and how? 

	I am working on doing this by ensuring each student is aware of the high standards and expectations of them.  Furthermore, to provoke questions that generate behaviors wanted and not the behavior itself and consider the whole student.  A strategy I used is called “the 5-second solution.”  This allows a wait time to ensure everyone’s attention is attained so I can give the instructions without having to repeat myself or become impatient with students.  Other times we will revisit classroom procedures and discuss behaviors expected in order to create a conducive learning environment that all students can thrive in.  Another strategy that keeps the flow of the class without the power struggle is to “distract the distractor.”  In doing this it keeps the dignity of person in-tact and gives them the opportunity to get back to focus without the theatrics.  A simple question can be asked that you are sure they will know in order to redirect a student’s behavior.  

	Anticipated Dates for activities 
When am I going to do it? 
	 I plan to work on this throughout the term or as needed.  It will be created by the students and continually discussed and imbedded in the curriculum through literature circles, authentic examples, and consistent reminders of the high expectations as well as consequences if these expectations students created are not met.  

	Resources 
 
What/who will I use? 
 
	 In my methods courses I will apply what I have learned to get the results desired through a series of external motivators, wait-time, as well as consistently referring to the set of rules they created.  Returning to it regularly will help to reiterate rules and expectations.  I will continue to experiment with strategies that I have learned from other teachers as well as reflecting on my own approaches and independent research.
 

	Outcomes and Results 
 
What happened? 

	 My main objective is approach with a calm demeanor that students will respect and be part of a community where we respect all of our peers learning and our teacher’s instructions.  

	Reflection 

What did I learn?  
What will I do differently? 
What will I do next? 
	 While I had a chance to assume the class it was apparent I have to be very explicit about my expectations especially when students come from a transition period, intervention, or school activity.  The most challenging is to quickly get back into learning mode without raising my voice, but changing the tone of my voice and once again reminding students of the expected behaviors in the classroom.  When students do not believe there are consequence they tend to test the boundaries.  This is when consistency must happen or they will presume there is no consequences for acting out.  I plan to implement the “notebook strategy” that gives me the power to reflect during a tumultuous class without losing control. It gives me the power to write my thoughts or ideas and one page could be for each student and used throughout the semester.  I will constantly remind students of why we are here, what our purpose is, and how we all must work hard to achieve goals that we have set as a class as well as individually.  Showing our work through graphing our work and giving strong visuals that students can use a benchmark to represent our achievements and perhaps where we may have fell short.  








	   _______   Fill out at beginning of Semester 3      ______ Fill out throughout Semester 3      _______ Fill out at end of Semester 3
  


	Domain 2: Creating an Environment for Learning 

	Professional Learning Goal 
NMTEACH Domain 2
	NMTEACH Domain 2 Element
(Fill out after 1st Observation) 
	Professional Learning Goal 

	
	 
	Specifically, I will… Frame the culture of the classroom in a positive manner where students are the framers of the rules. In order to fashion my rules to my students I would like to understand how they learn best. Through class discussions and constructive feedback I can develop a positive relationship that is conducive to an inquiry based learning system that has the students doing the legwork as learners.    







	Rationale 
 
Why am I focusing on this element? 
	 I would like to form a culture of learning where students are being posed the questions and have to use their own thinking to derive an opinion or stance on a subject that could be contentious and must use higher order thinking skills to unpack the meaning of something and reorganize their thinking into a logical and rational manner.  This is the goal that I hope to achieve while focusing on this element. 

	Action Plan:  
Possible Activities 
 
What am I planning to do and how? 
 
	 My plan of action is to give honest feedback throughout the year.  It is not a single action, rather a series of consistent acts.  Avoiding false praise and giving feedback that considers where a student is academically and what they need to get to a specific level is where I can differentiate among all levels of students.  I plan to include authentic material that is culturally significant and gives students the realistic curriculum that student engagement correlates to.  

	Anticipated Dates for activities 
When am I going to do it? 
	 My intention is to use these from day one until the last day of school.  In order to take advantage of the 180 days we have to teach and assistere the students on their academic journey to discover, interact, and struggle with authentic material that has meaning in their lives and the community at large.  I plan to initiate community efforts in undertaking projects not only lie within the walls of school, but outside in the community and in the places we live and thrive.  Depending on the subject and grade level I choose will determine the depth and complexity of the projects that I get to do.   

	Resources 
 
What/who will I use? 
 
	 I will use an array of resources that I feel are most beneficial to creating a rigorous and exciting environment that challenges students.  I’m not limiting these resources to any single source, but rather the community such as parents, community members, politicians, judges, and anyone who can help to enrich the lesson and help students to internalize this knowledge that they will use over the course of lifetime, rather than memorize and forget the next day.  A powerful tool I enjoy is writing.  Simply organizing thoughts and articulating ones meta-cognitive processes helps students to self-reflect and learn to self-regulate themselves through positive processes that empower students and teach them to be people of substance.  

	Outcomes and Results 
 
What happened? 
 
 
	 When we empower students their self-efficacy is increased and the belief in themselves can be a powerful motivator to engage in the mind-set of a life-long learner. Students appreciate the honesty and this is built on a relationship of trust. When the zone of proximal development is constantly changing it keeps students working towards an attainable goal that can stretch their perceptions of themselves as well as a tool to give students the structure needed to continual growth and development. 

	Reflection 
 
What did I learn?  
What will I do differently? 
What will I do next? 
	[bookmark: _GoBack] Many times we are not sure if our efforts pay off.  This is why the least we can do is create an environment that is conducive to maximizing student’s interests.  When we are interested we naturally give more effort.  This is no different in education.  We must remember that part of the enrichment process is to make our curriculum more interesting.  Sometimes I feel as though things become monotonous to teach and is reflected in the delivery. However, sometimes when we try and complicate things and have these expectations of how things will work and sometimes do not work out as envisioned.  There must be a balance of reality and the high expectations we have for our students.  Keeping it in perspective that students aren’t as interested as we hope to delve into a topic that you and the students are passionate about.  While reading the classroom the importance of understanding the student’s funds of knowledge is essential in developing the rich curriculum that can expose students to a world of phenomena.  
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Domain 3: Teaching for Learning 

	Professional Learning Goal 
NMTEACH Domain 3  
	NMTEACH Domain 3 Element 
(Fill out after 1st Observation)
	Professional Learning Goal 
To be a constructivist teacher that is able to structure learning around “big ideas” and conceptual understanding.  

	
	 
	Specifically, I will… 
Pose questions and problems of relevance to learners and their culture.  Look to inquire about student's perspective and value what they bring to the table.  Be able to adapt curriculum to give an authentic, realistic, and spark the interest of learning.  Lastly, using the think-pair-share technique is useful for collaborative learning.  




	Rationale: 
 
Why am I focusing on this element? 
	I am focusing on this question because I want to empower the student to take control of their own learning.  It is important for them to set their own goals and monitor and self-asses their own progress.  I will focus on this throughout the year and structure activities in a series of contexts where I can chunk information learned and transfer knowledge that students can internalize and remember longer.  

	Action Plan:  
Possible Activities 
 
What am I planning to do and how? 
 
	 I am planning to use an array of strategies that allows students to acquire real-world solutions for real world problems.  A powerful tool is to evoke emotions in a positive manner that can help students recall the memories and accuracy goes up (McGaugh et al., in Jensen, 1998, p. 80).  One plan is to improve note taking skills by using interactive notebooks that gives the essential notes to students to paste in their binders, then they use whatever style of learning they prefer to remember the material given and allow the students to construct their own meaning.  Giving feedback will give students an idea of what they are doing is on the right track, as well as acknowledge their efforts so they may continue to try. Much of learning will come in the form of positive interdependence where they rely on each other to accomplish a goal.  Other plans of action will be from peer to peer feedback, and small group projects.  Prior planning for groups requires a variety of groupings.  In order to maximize learning it is important to know your students and be able to group students in a fashion that is highly effective and function well in a group.    

	Anticipated Dates for activities: 
When am I going to do it? 
	 Before any activities I feel it’s important for students to understand the process to help with routines and procedures.  Setting up guidelines will help when the content is introduced.  Aligning myself with the state standards and that of the schools will lay the framework to teach the essential standards and style them to fit the needs of my unique classes.   

	Resources: 
 
What/who will I use? 
 
	  Resources will be sought from as many high-quality research-based designs that have worked in a classroom.  Observing other experienced teachers or experts can give me an idea of how to deliver the content as well as provide feedback that can benefit the needs of students.  Using the student-centered design will help me provide the highest quality of rigorous curriculum as well as reach as many students individual and cultural backgrounds.  

	Outcomes and Results: 
 
What happened? 
 
	 While constantly reflecting on what works and what doesn’t I was able to determine which I would use, and what I would no longer use.  Most methods were relative to the subject of the class, the time of day, and the day of the week.  Understanding when to introduce new topics and how to implement the topic and allow the students to lead the decisions and building agency and engagement was critical in the success of the lessons.  

	  Reflection:
	Allowing the students to have more responsibility for their learning was not always easy in the fifth-grade class I student taught in.  It seemed like they sometimes lacked a certain maturity level to construct thoughtful or meaningful ideas.  Perhaps my approach was geared toward a higher maturity level, but I realized it was important that I stepped back to reconstruct and tap into their funds of knowledge.  This forced me to adapt the curriculum at their level while keeping them engaged.  Sometimes I would revert back to the teacher-centered class as I had much to cover in order to stay on track with the other team of fifth-grade teachers.  Next time, I plan to implement the expectations and procedures earlier in the year so the transitions are smoother and students know what is expected of them.  Getting students to create quality work was also part of the struggle, but next I hope to provide the vision of how they can be better.  

	
What did I learn?  
What will I do differently? 
What will I do next? 
	






	Summative Reflection: Reflect on your experience with the PDP as a whole.

Reflecting has been an excellent way for me to express my feelings of success, failure, what I could do next time, and why I teach.  It gives me an outlet to vent these feelings without taking my work home.  It gives me the freedom to write whenever I feel frustrated or stuck.  Being an inexperienced teacher, this provides me with a chance to re-examine what I did, what I could have done differently, and what I may be doing well.  Overall, I am certain I am ready for the challenges before me as I have studied the diverse aspects of education, pedagogy, and experienced the reality of teaching first hand.  It is an emotional profession whose dynamics keep you on your feet and constantly learning and developing.  As the final semester of my student teaching this is the culmination of my course work and led me to realize there is still lots to learn.  The single most important aspect that I have learned is classroom management is the key to having an environment of learning.  This leads me to realize that procedures and expectations must be implemented from the very beginning and consistently upheld throughout the school year.  The grade level I have chosen may change, but knowing how the internal workings of the school has given me a critical lens into the population I would prefer and subject(s) I would enjoy teaching.  
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